
What questions did you ask? 

• How is our parish helping our members grow in faith together? 

• What is our parish doing well to be welcoming to new members and to retain existing 

members? 

• What can we do better, as a parish, to encourage people to become active members in the 

Church? 

 

• What enables or hinders you from speaking up courageously, candidly, and responsibly in your 

parish and society?  

• What space is there in your parish for the voice of people, including active and inactive 

members of our faith? 

 

• How are the baptized members of your parish able to participate in the mission of the Church in        

words and actions? 

• How are teamwork and service put into practice in your local parish? 

• What is deterring our youth and young adults from continuing actively in their faith? 

 

• How is authority or governance exercised in your local parish?    

• How does your parish promote participation in decision-making within the hierarchical 

structures of the Church?   

• Does the decision-making methods of your parish help you to listen to all members of the 

community, including those who are on the peripheries of parish life?  

 

• How does prayer and liturgical celebrations, especially Sunday Mass, inspire and guide:  

 Your parish  

 Your personal actions and daily life  

• How does the parish invite all baptized Catholics into the active life of the parish, including: 

 Ethnic communities,  

 Youth & young adults 

 Persons with disabilities and their families 

• What keeps people on the peripheries? 

 

 

 

 



What broad themes emerged? Consider the things that were discussed 

repeatedly, during which the conversation felt moved by the Holy Spirit. 

1. Not all parishioners feel as if they belong to the Church.  They attend, but not belong. 

2. The Catholic Church needs to make some changes to update the Mass to attract younger people. 

3. The child abuse by priests and deacons was bad enough, but the cover up was the worst thing that 

happened.  People feel distrustful of the Church leaders  

4. There is distrust that contributions to the Catholic Services Appeal are paying for legal fees and 

settlements of the Roman Catholic Church 

5.  Many do not feel welcomed by the Catholic Church.  This includes divorced & LGBTQ community. 

6.  Many are worried about the lack of people entering the priesthood.  It may be time to allow married 

priests. 

7. Allowing priests to marry may not only increase the number of clergy, but also welcome a broader 

array of talented, passionate individuals to serve as leaders.  

 

What other themes came up that felt significant and Spirit-led when they 

were mentioned, even if they weren't brought up frequently? 

 

1.  The role of women in the Church needs to be expanded. 

2.  Homilies need to be stimulating to keep interest and inspire parishioners. 

3.  We need to do more to include youth and young people in the Mass and 

church life. 
 

 

 

What topics emerged that could benefit from additional prayerful 

discussion and listening in your community, and/or be deepened at a future 

listening session? 

 

How to make parishioners feel welcomed and valued in our Church family. 


